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First ‘Official’
Admission Backs
India’s Position

TNN & AGENCIES

Lahore/New Delhi: In what
could be the first official ad-
mission by the Pakistan go-
vernment that Lashkar-e-Ta-
iba chief Hafiz Saeed is invol-
ved in terrorist activities —
he is named by India as the

FULL COVERAGE: P 10 & 12

26/11 mastermind — its inte-
rior ministry told a judicial
board that Saeed and his ai-
des were spreadingterrorism
inthename of jihad.

An official representing
the Nawaz Sharif govern-
ment, arguing before thejudi-
cial review board that was
formed to review the deten-
tion of Saeed and four of his
aides under an anti-terror
Act, countered the Lashkar

LeT chief spreading
In name of jihad: Pa

LEARN FROM UMMER I(ILLING

SAYS GENERAL RAWAT

» Army chief Gen Bipin
Rawat said on Sunday
that youth of Kashmir
‘should introspect and
learn from the killing of
Lt Ummer Fayaz (right). They should expose
those who promote and spread terror’

‘Ours isa professmnal force. We use force or open fire
only if it is required or if someone is trying to disrupt our
counter-insurgency operations,’ added Gen Rawat
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chief’s claim that he was be-
ing prevented from raising
the Kashmir issue.
AccordingtoaPTIreport,
the Pakistan government in-
formed the review board:
“The government detained
the Jamaat-ud-Dawa leaders
on pressure of the United Na-
tions (sic) and international
organisations.” The official
told the board that Saeed was
“spreading terrorism in the

name of jihad”.

The admission of the ter-
ror links of Saeed, who doub-
lesupaschief of theJuD, alle-
gedly a charitable organisa-
tion that acts as Lashkar’s
political front, is a rare in-
stance of Pakistan endorsing
New Delhi’s stand that the
LeT has carried out several
terrorist strikes in India.

»‘Claims not proven’, P 10
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Allegations against me were
never proved, says Hafiz

»Continued fromP1

he Pakistan govern-

‘ ment’s decision to name
Saeed forterrorismissig-
nificant as the LeT boss is seen

as a key asset and ally of the Pa-
kistani army which helps in

ering fire. The symbiotic rela-
tionship between Saeed and Pa-
kistan army has ensured that
LeT did notattack targets in Pa-
kistan. Though it shares a be-
lief in radical Islamic ideology
with Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakis-
tan, it does not see the Pakistan

trainingand launching
LeT terrorists across
the LoC into J&K.
Saeed echoed Pa- [
kistan’s stand in dis-
cussions with India
when he told the board
that allegations agai-
nst him were never

army as an “apostate
force” for being “US
collaborators” and
supporting an alleged-
ly un-Islamic govern-
ment in Islamabad.
The admission be-
fore the judicial re-
view board comes as

proved by any state in-
stitution. He said he was being
victimised for raising voice for
“freedom of Kashmir and criti-
cising the government’s weak
policy”. But the official posi-
tion slamminghim forterrorin
the guise of jihad can also re-
flect political tensions between
the Sharif regime and the Pa-
kistan army on use and sup-
port to terrorist organisations.

LeT camps in POK are often
close to army establishments
and crossings of LeT into J&K
are frequently assisted by cov-

the Punjab govern-
ment further extended Saeed’s
detention for 90 days. The de-
tention is not seen as particu-
larly harsh as Saeed has often
been under loose house arrest
and continues to meet and di-
rect his followers. He has been
addressing his cadre and on oc-
casion spoken to Lashkar sup-
porters in J&K over mobile
phones. Yet, the official posi-
tion naming him as involved in
terrorism could also point to
faultlines between the Sharif
government and the army.

The board, comprising Jus-
tice Ejaz Afzal Khan of the Su-
preme Court (head), Justice
Ayesha A Malik of Lahore HC
and Justice Jamal Khan Man-
dokhail of Balochistan HC, di-
rected the interiror ministry to
submit the complete record re-
garding detention of Saeed and
aides Zafar Igbal, Abdul Reh-
man Abid, Abdullah Ubaid and
Razi Kashif Niaz on the next
hearing on May 15.

Last Thursday, a Lahore HC
division bench questioned why
Saeed and others were not pre-
sented before a review board
before the government issued a
notification for extension of
his detention.

The Punjab government on
January 30 put Saeed and aides
under house arrest for involve-
ment in activities prejudicial to
peace. The government also
placed JuD and Falah-e-Insa-
niat Foundation under the sec-
ond schedule of the anti-terror
act. The Sharif government
reportedly took action against
Saeed after the US clearly told
Islamabad that it may face
sanctionsfornot acting.




